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e'televangelistintones, “The

T%ible says....” The two:strangers

at the door are equally/intent, quot-
ing verses about whether to worship
on Saturday or Sunday; whether your
baptism as an infant was valid, whether
only men should'be publicleadersin
the church. The Bible is God’s'word
and is‘authoritative, but how/can'a per-
son’be sure it applies'to them?

One important question to ask, espe-
cially when dealing with its rules and
regulations, is whether a particular pas-
sage applies tousdn the present. Some
may question whether we have theright to pick-
and-choose one Bible passage over another.

Andyet, we know from the story of Jesus that
people who are deeply immersed'in Seripture
may follow all'the rules— and miss the point.

Thus, in.John 5:39-40 Jesus says to'his oppo-
nents: ““You search the scriptures because you
think that in them you'have eternal life; andit
is they that testify on'my behalf. Yet yourefuse
to come to:me tohave life.” Soithe question of
whether and how a particular passage applies'to
oursituation is crucial. One thing that separates
Lutherans (and mostother ®hristians) from
fundamentalists is‘precisely askingthis question
seriously: Does this apply tome?

In the mid-1520s, Martin Luther was opposed
by, among others, Andreas'Bodenstein von
Karlstadt, a former colleague at the University
of Wittenberg, who argued that Christians must
follow Old Testament commandments literally,
including those onithe Sabbath and tithing,

Inresponse, Luther wrote: “One must deal
cleanly with the Scriptures. From the very begin-
ning the word'has come tous in various ways.
Itis not enough simply to look and see whether
this is\God’s word, whether God has spoken it;
rather we mustlook and see to'whom it has’been
spoken, whetherit fits us. That makes all the dif-
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Are we ‘that people”?

The question opens up new:ways to appreciate the Bible as God's word

false prophets pitchin and say, ‘Dear people, this
is the word of God.’ This is true; we cannot deny
it. But:we arenot that ‘people’” (Luther’s Works
[Amer. Ed.] 35:170).

©onsider some examples of how this works.
oIn 1 Corinthians 11:6, Paul suggests that
women who don’t cover theirheads when
praying should shave them. Is this in the Bible,
the word of God? Yes. Are we “that people”?
Althoughisome of us'are old enough toremem-
ber when women were expected to-wear hats to
church, no one would say thatat’s either that or
off to'the barber.

»The 10th €@ommandment aboutcoveting wives,
servants “or anything thatis yourneighbors,’

as Luther pointed out in the Large Catechism,
implied that women and servants are prop-

erty. But, as Tuther also stated, we aren’t “that
people” in'the sense that our'societies should not
treat spouses or laborers asproperty.

»'We learn from Jesus about the Third Command-
ment/(keeping the Sabbath holy) and fromPaul
about circumeision that these commandments,
too, although in the Bible, don’t apply tous.

o In Acts 15 the Jerusalem Council prohibited
Gentiles from eating blood. In societies famous
for Blutwurst (blood sausage), howeyver, it was
clear to Luther (and tommy grandfather) that they
were no longer “that people.”

Asking the question, “Does this apply tous
today?—or are we thatpeople?” opensup new
ways to appreciate the Bible as. God’s:word.

It’s not simply a rule book filled with obscure
regulations. Rather itis God’s'word of law,
which reflects’back tousithe truthiof the human
condition— our sinful, mortal selves—and gos-
pel, which proclaims the unconditional truth of
God—God’s merey in Christ. []
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