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Inthe
resurrection,
God shows forth
Christ, alive

and victorious
overdeath(Acts
10:39-40).
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Delivering the good news

Jesus crucified and risen for us!
5 G ospel,” from'the Old English,

means “‘good news.” For @hris-

tians the gospel is not just'any,
good news, like a sports win or the birth
of'a.child. It’s the good news of Jesus
Christ, crucified and risen, who gave
himself as/the gift of forgiveness, new
life and salvation for sinners:

The readings for Palm Sunday (also
calledthe Sunday of the Passion) point
us to'the core of this good news. Jesus
was obedient through to death (Philip-
pians 2:8) not for’his own sake but for
ours. He didn’t give in'to'the temptation
to/come down from the cross (Mark 15:29-32)
because his purpose was to save us, not himself.
Asthe Nicene @reed succinctly remindsus,
Jesus became incamate, suffered and died “for
usand for our salvation.” That’s good news!

For Martin Luther, this gospel core—Jesus
Christ, crucified and risen, for us—is'the lens
through which:we should read'the entire Scrip-
tures. In his preface to the New Testament letter
of James, Luther describes the purpose of the
Scriptures asishowing us Christ with a sense of
urgency, so faithin Christcomesalive inus.

Authentic Christian witness proclaims the
cross and resurrection of Jesus as good news for
us. The point, Luther writes in “The Freedom:
of a.Christian,” is not that Christ *“be Christ”;
what’s essentialis that he “be Christfor you and
me,” thatthe good news becomes effectivein
ourlives. Or, asTlike to say, it’smotreally: good
newsuntil you’ve delivered the goods.

The Easter season is a fitting time toreflect
on'the urgency of the good news. Ourneed for
grace, forgiveness and healing isurgent, and
God the/Great PhysicianTesponds to ourneed
with equal urgency.

In theresurrection, God shows forth/Christ,
alive and victorious over.death (Acts 10:39-40).
Paul provides a growing list of witnesses to the
resurrection, as God shows forth Christ again
and again (1 Corinthians 15:5-8).

One of the themes running'throughout the

Easter seasonis/our call to be witnesses, to
proclaim to others the good news that we have
firstreceiyed (1 Corinthians 15:1). The angelic
young man beside the empty tomb says to the
women, “‘Goand tell” (Mark 16:5-7).

When the risen Jesus appears'to/his disciples
in'theupperroom, he commissions them, “As
the Father has sent me, sol send you” (John
20:21). We who know the urgency of @hristin
ourlives are called tourge Christ upon others.

The women atthe tomb and the/disciplesin
the upper room were initially too/afraid'to share
this witness with others. What about us?

Another theme running through the Easter
textsistheconcreteness of the good news.
Showing forth Christ is tangible, not just words.
Jesus overcomes the doubt of Thomas and the
other disciples byinviting themto touch his
wounds (John 20:24-28; Luke 24:38-41).

The first letter of John begins with the asser-
tion that we—the members of John’s Christian
community—bear witnesstothe word of life we
have heard, seen with our eyes and touched with
our hands (1 John 1:1). How do'we, in our Chris-
tian communities today, bear tangible witness to
Christin thelives of others, so that they'may see
thegood news with their own eyes and touch the
good newsiwith theirhands?

The only word Jesus speaks from the cross in
Mark’s and Matthew’s Gospelsis “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34;
Matthew 27:46). The resurrection is/the promise
that God did not forsake Jesus and will not for-
sakeus.

But people in our world still cry out, “My
God, my God, why have you forsakenme?” As
Christians, how do'we show forth Christ? How
will we be concrete witnesses to the promise of
resurrection amid death and despair? []
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